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Maria Grazia Palmerini got her master degree summa cum laude in Biological Sciences at the
University of L’Aquila (Italy) in 2003. She received her PhD degree in Biotechnology at the
University of L’Aquila in 2007 with a thesis entitled: “Expression of Akt and spindle
configuration in in vitro matured metaphase II mouse oocytes”, tutored by Prof. Guido
Macchiarelli. Part of the experimental research during her PhD course was conducted at the
Laboratory of Animal Reproduction, at Tohoku University, Sendai (Japan), under the guidance
of Prof. Eimei Sato. She, then, obtained the Residency summa cum laude in Clinical Pathology
in 2012 at the University of L’ Aquila, with a thesis entitled “Preservation of the ultrastructure
of immature and mature human oocytes after Cryotop vitrification”, tutored by Prof.
Macchiarelli. From 2012 to 2016, she was appointed as a postgraduate researcher at the
Laboratory of Biotechnology of Reproduction, Dept of Life, Health and Environmental
Sciences, University of L’Aquila. From September 2016 to 2019, she was a temporary
researcher (RTD tipo b) in Human Anatomy (S.S.D. BIO/16), and from September 26, 2019,
she is an Associate Professor of Human Anatomy at the University of L’Aquila. She was
appointed as visiting Professor at the West Kazakhstan Marat Ospanov State Medical
University (Aktobe, Kazakhstan) in September 2018 and the Our Lady of Good Counsel (Tirana,
Albania); she is responsible for the Academic Agreement between the University of L’ Aquila
and the Niigata University in Japan and the Kerman University of Medical Science (Kerman,
Iran). Since October 2021, she has been the President of the Second Cycle Degree in Health
and Nutrition Biology. From October 2022, she has been the Director of the Microscopy
Center at the University of L’ Aquila.

She has been a member of the Italian Association of Anatomy and Histology (SIAI) since 2016,
a member of the executive board of the Italian Association of Experimental Biology (SIBS)
since 2023, and Secretary of the International Committee of Symposia on Morphological
Sciences (ICSMS) since 2025.

As an expert in microscopy techniques, such as light, confocal, and electron microscopy, her
main research activities focus on the morpho-functional alterations in human and mammalian
gametes and somatic cells in vivo and in vitro, under different physiological and pathological
conditions, and on ovarian angiogenesis. During her research activities, she established
numerous fruitful scientific collaborations with national and international Universities in Italy,
Iran, Kazakhstan, the United Kingdom, and Japan.
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